44                              LAW OF CONTBAOTS.
or give something in earnest to bind the bargain, or in part of payment, or that some note or memorandum in writing of said bargain be made, and signed by the parties to be charged by such contract or their agents thereunto lawfully authorized/'
Similar statutes have been enacted in this country in which the limit of the value of the goods sold is usually placed at $50, while in Maine and in New Jersey it is placed at $30. For all values over these amounts the contracts must be in writing or, as stated in the statutes, the buyer must give proof of his agreement by accepting and receiving a portion of the same or by part payment for the same.
It must be noted, however, that a contract for labor is not included in the statute. The limit of value here used applies not to individual articles but to the sum total of the articles named in the transaction.
SUBSEQUENT   CHANGES   AND   AGREEMENTS.
38. The General Rule. In general any oral or written agreement may be altered at pleasure after it has been signed, when this is done by mutual consent. Alterations made at the time of, or previous to, the signing of^ the instrument become elements in the original contract.
Any change by mutual consent in the terms of an agreement after it has been signed makes a new contract out of the original agreement, and because of this a surety or a third party to the agreement not consenting to the change is released from all obligation. The new contract remains good as to those who consent to the change. In the case of engineering contracts where it is common to have sureties or bondsmen who guarantee faithful performance, such sureties must always be consulted and their consent obtained to any material change in the

